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Separate paging is given to this Part in order that it may be filed as a separate compilation.

MINISTRY OF LAWAND JUSTICE
(Legisla_tivc Department)

New Delhi, the 27th August, 2009/Bhadra 5, 1931 (Saka)

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the
26th August, 2009, and is hereby published for general information: —

THE RIGHT OF CHILDREN TO FREE AND COMPULSORY v/;\
EDUCATION ACT, 2009 R
No. 35 or 2009 W .
[261h August, 2009.]
AnAct to provide for free and compulsory education to all children of the s /PRINCIPAL
age of six to fourteen years. xd mfi%:smu ¥
By itenacted by Parliament in the Sixtieth Year of the Republic of India as follows:— kendriya Vidy2&ye:
'CHAPTERI
PRELIMINARY
1. (/) ThisAct may be called the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education  Short tite,
Act, 2009, : . exienl and
commence-

(2) It shall extend to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir. meat.

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. :
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o)

m;%asu\uﬂ (/) "notification” means a notification published in the Official Gazene,

2, In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(@) "appropriate Government” means—

(1) in relation to a schoo) established, owned or controlled by the Central
Government, or the administrator of the Unlon territory, having no legislanure,
the Central Goyernment;

(l) in relation to a schoo), other than the schoo! referred o i sub-
clause (1), established within the territory of—

(4) a State, the State Govemnment;

(B) a Union territory having legislature, the Government of ta
Union territory;

(b) "capitation fee” means any kind of dondtion or contribution or payment
other than the fee notified by the school;

(¢) "child” means a male or female child of the age of six 1o fourteen years,

() "child belonging to disadvantaged group” means a child belonging
the Scheduled Caste, the Scheduled Tribe, the socially and educationally backward
class or such other group having dissdvantage owing o social, cultural, economical,
geographical, linguistic, gender or such other factor, as may be specified by the
appropriate Government, by notification;

(e) "chilq belonging to weaker section” means & child belonging 1o such
parent or guardian whose annual income is lower thas the minimum Jimit specified
by the appropriate Government, by notification;

: (/) "elementary education” means the edyeation from first class 1o eighth
class;

(g) "guardian®, in relation 10 a child, means a person having the care and
custody of that child and includes a natural guardian or guardian appointed or
declared by a court or a statute; '

(h) "local sutherity” means a Municipal Corporation or Municipal Council o
Zila Parishad or Nagar Panchayat or Panchayat, by whatever name called, and
includes such other authority or body having administrative contro) over the schoo
or empowered by or under any law for the time being in force 1o function as & local
authority in any city, town or village;

(1) "National Commission for Protection of Child Rights" means the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights constituted under section 3 of the
Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005;

(k) "parent” nmmelﬂmlhenamrﬂorﬂqordmﬁbﬂmmof
achild;

(/) "prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act.
(m) "Schedule” means the Schedule annexed 1o this Act;
(n) "school” means any recognised school imparting elementary education
and includes— ‘ s
(i) 8 schoo! established, owned or controlled by the appropriate
Government or a local authority;
(ti)mnidodouboolmivhu‘lidormmmmleupmofb
expenses from the appropriate Government or the local authority;
(iti) a school belonging to specified category; and
(Manum!dadlchoolqotmivlngmykhﬂofﬂummm
its expenses from dnnppmprhhﬁnvmuw

(o) “screening procedure” means the method of selection for admission of a
child, in preference over another, other than 2 random method.

4 of 2006
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(h) ensure tmely prosceibing of curric [
education; and ’ ulum and courses of study for elementary

(i) provide training fucility for teachers.
9. Every local suthority shall

(4) provide free and compulsory olementary education 1o every child;

Provided thai where a child is ndmitted by his or her parents or guardian, as
the case may be, in a school other than a sehool established, owned. controlled or

\ ectly or indirectly by the sppropriate
Government or a local authorlty, such child or his or her parents or mdﬁﬁ?ﬁ the
Case may be, shall not be entitled

1o make n claim for reimbursement of expenditure
incurred on elementary education of the child in such ather school;

(6) ensure availability of s neighbourhood schoo! as specified in section 6,

(¢) ensure that the child belonging to weaker section and the child belonging
to disadvantaged group are not discriminated against and prevented from pursuing
and completing elementary education on any grounds;

~ (d) maintain records of children up to the age of fourteen years residing
within its jurisdiction, in such manner as may be prescribed;

(¢) ensure and monitor admission, attendance and completion of elementary
education by every child residing within Ity jurisdiction;

(/) provide infrastructure including school building, teaching staff and learning

material;
(1) provide special tralning facility specifiod in section 4;

() ensure good quality elementary education conforming to the standards
and norms specified in the Schedule; )

(1) ensure timely prescribing of curriculum and courses of study for elementary
education;

(/) provide training facility for teachers;
(%) ensure admission of children of migrant families;
(/) monitor functioning of schools within its jurisdiction; and
(m) decide the academic calendar.
10. It shall be the duty of every parent or guardian to admit or cause (o be admitted

his or her child or ward, as the case may be, to an elementary education in the
neighbourhood school.

11, With a view to prepare children above the age of three years for elementary
education and to provide early childhood care and education for all chlld;m until they
complete the age of six years, the appropriate Government may make necessary
arrangement for providing free pre-school education for such children,

CHAPTER IV
RESPONSIBILITIES OF SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS
12. (/) For the purposes of this Act, a school,—

specified in sub-clause (/) of clause (n) of section 2 shall provide free and
up&&ywmw children admitted therein;

specified in sub-clause (/1) of clause (n) of section 2 shall provide free and
w%mwwm proportion of children admitied therein
as its annual recurring aid or grants so received bears 1o its annual recurring
expenses, subject 1o & minimum of twenty-five per cent.;

specified i sub-clauses (/) and (iv) of clause () of section 2 shall admit
in c&’l“tsh&ﬁuwm of the strength of that class,

Druties of local
autharty

Duty of
parents and
guardian.

Appropriate
Government

1o provide for
pre-school
education.

Extent of
school's
responsibility
for free and
compulsory
education

g

grard /PRINCIPAL
#2m T i 3080)

children belonging to weaker section and disadvantaged group in mﬂendﬂya Vidyalaya Basi(UP
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oeighbourbood and provide free and compulsory elementary education till its
completion

_ MMMhalhmluhoollpciﬁldinchun(n)ofncdmz
demmﬁpmvhiom of clauses (@) to (¢) shall apply for
admission to such pre-school education.

(2) The school specified in sub-clause () of clause () of section 2 providing free
and : education as specified in clause (¢) of sub-section (/) shall
be reimbursed expenditure 3o incurred by it to the extent of per-child-expenditure incurred
Wmhuhmmdmedﬂmhchﬂd. whichever is less, in such
manner as may be prescribed:

Provided that such reimbursement shall not exceed per-child-expenditure incurred
by & school specified in sub-clause (/) of clause (m) of section 2:

wmummmmﬂmmm i
gation to provide free
:MUOWMM of children on account of it having received any land.

“ﬁl‘.mcuhbdhehhorﬁuof@wml a concessional rate, Such
schoo Mmhmhmbmmhemoluh obligation.

No caprtstion 13, (/) No school or person vuhﬂnimng itaty
for and uwuﬂchuh‘ﬁmum;ﬁym‘mmﬂu
— . (2) Aoy school or if ; isi
procedere e e person, if in contravention of the provisions of sub-
(a) ( shall be puni |
mﬁumh capitation hl-. I be punishable with fine which may extend to
‘ (o)muwmmmmu-mmuwmm
— Mnnﬁnwﬁwmmhuﬂ-m
¥— fifty thousand rupees for each subsequent contraventions. e
L PRINDILer age 14. (/) For the purposes of admission to elementary education. the
gmﬁ* thnhm&chmmanhmaﬁomx
Bast{UP provisions ion Act, 18
o ““-Mwh Marriages Registration Act, 86 or on the basis of
mumlnuummmmmuormmf.
No desinl of IS ] in a school at the commencement of the academic
o aoe Muyum sy

ysical Mt of mental harassment
‘__'].“.‘;__;_',_“ (/) shall be liable 10

d, owned or controlled by the

™77 { R e e T Ly Rt ‘

- blgr<.Hnﬂﬁf’!_;;."ﬂ—.t-;ﬁ‘ gy “ ol . -m‘_ﬁ ‘

- ‘. . . 4 -
g > I '- _ﬁ'::. l.l.‘l L'u‘ - Y
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Qualifications 23. (/) Any person possessing such minimum qunliﬁutif)ns, ” l&i(:a]dlﬂb\:nl:’y“;l:
'n':.'m‘:""::l"" acadomic authority, authorised by the Central Government, by notification, sl eus
tofms and for appointmont as a teacher. : o
“""':'"""T of (2) Where s State does not have adequate institutions oﬂ'e.ring courses or m:‘g
:::h( :""' in teacher education, or teachers possessing minimum qualifications as laid down under

sub-section (/) are not available in sufficient numbers, the Central Gevemmem may. ifit
deems necessary, by notification, relax the minimum qualifications required for appointment
as o teacher, for such period, not exceeding five years, as may be specified in that
notification:

Provided that a teacher who, at the commencement of this Act,_does not pn?ssess
minimum qualifications as laid down under sub-section (), shall acquire such minimum
qualifications within a period of five years.

() The salary and allowances payable to, and the terms and conditions of service
of, teachers shall be such as may be prescribed. .

Dutes of 24. (1) A teacher appointed under sub-section (/) of section 23 shall perform the

teachers and (o llowing duties, namely:—
redressal of & . y

grievances fa) maintain regularity and punctuality io attending school:
{b) conduct and complete the curriculum in accordance with the provisions
of sub-section (2) of section 29;
(c) complete entire curriculum within the specified time;

(d) assess the learning ability of each child and accordingly supplement
addivional instructions, if any, as required;

fe) hold regular meetings with parents and guardians and apprise them about
the regularity in attendance, ability to learn, progress made in learning and any
other relevant information about the child; and

R : () perform such other duties as may be prescribed.
— (2) Ateacher committing default in performance of duties specified in sub-section (1),
JPRINGIPAL shall be liable to disciplinary action under the service rules applicable to him or her:
gl /P RINGIEA :

i s A e Provided that before taking such disciplinary action, reasonable opportunity of
’ : a Vidyalaya,Bas(Ufteing heard shall be afforded to such teacher.
po (3) The grievances, if any, of the teacher shall be redressed in such manner as may
be prescribed,
Pupil-Teacher 25. (1) Within six months from the date of commencement of this Act, the appropriate

Rato Government and the local authority shall ensure that the Pupil-Teacher Ratio, as specified
in the Schedule, is maintained in each school,

(2) For the purpose of maintaining the Pupil-Teacher Ratio under sub-section (/ ).
no teacher posted in a school shall be made to serve in any other school or office or
deployed for any non-educational purpose, other than those specified in section 27.
:‘illm up 26. The appointing authority, in relation to a school established, owned, controlled
b o or substantially financed by funds provided directly or indirectly by
fjovcmment or by a local authority, shall ensure that vacancy of teacher in a school under
its control shall not exceed ten per cent.'of the total sanctioned strength.

Prohibition of 27. No teacher shall be deployed for any non-educational purposes cther than the

deplo i . : e
tcachers for | Occennial population census, disaster relief duties or duties relating (o elections to the
Legislatures or Parliament, as the case may be

g £ 3 local authority or the State

tional purposes. - !
Prohibition of 28. No teacher engage himse erselfin private taition teaching
:;inl.: tuition activity. - - vy Ot

teacher
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doch thority may prefer un
(3) Any person aggrieved by the decision of the local au : :
appeal to the State Commission for Protection of Child Rights or the authority prescfibed
under sub-section (3) of section 31, ag the case may be.

(4) The appeal preferred under sub-section (3) shall be decided by Stale Cqmmmu'-n
for Protection of Child Rights or the authority prescribed undar_ sub-section (3 .nf
section 31, as the case may be, as provided under clnuse (¢) of sub-section (/) of section 3

3. (1) The Central Government shall constiute, by notification, & National Advisory
Council, consisting of such number of Members, not exceeding fifteen, 4s the Centsal
Government may deem necessary, to be appointed from amongst persons harmg
knowldge and practical experience in the field of elementary education and cnild
development.

(2) The functions of the National Advisory Council shall be to ad.vise the Central
Government on implementation of the provisions of the Act in an effective manner.

(3) The allowances and other terms and conditions of the appointment of Memoess
of the National Advisory Council shall be such as may be prescribed,

34. (1) The State Government shall constitute, by notification, # State Advisory
Council consisting of such number of Members, not exceeding fifieen, as the Stat
Government may deem necessary, to be appointed from amongst persons having knowleczc
and practical experience in the field of elementary education and child development.

(2) The functions of the State Advisory counci) shall be to advise the Staie
Government on implementation of the provisions of the Act in an effective manne:.

(3) The allowances and other terms and conditions of appointment of Members of
the State Advisory Council shall be such as may be prescribed.

CHAPTER VI
MISCELLANBOUS

35. (1) The Central Government may issue such guidelines to the appropriatc
Government or, as the case may be, the local authority, as it deems fit for the purposss of
implementation of the provisions of this Act.

(2) The appropriate Government may issue guidelines and give such directions. as

it deems fit, 1o the local authority or the School Management Committee regarding
implementation of the provisions of this Act.

(3) The local autharity may issue guidelines and give such directions, as it deems
fiit, to the School Management Committee regarding implementation of the provisions of
this Act. -

36. No prosecution for offences punishable under sub-section (2) of section 13,
summ:c(:l)oofmim 18 ;nd sub-sectiorr (5) of section 19 shall be instituted except
wi previous sanction of an officer authorised in this behalf, appropri
Government, by notification. - gy —

37. No suit or other legal proceeding shall llcm. Central Government,
State Government, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights, the s:

Commission for Protection of Child Rights, the locat authority, the School Management

| Cmmm«mymmm«mmmufmmmmcm

Power of
appropriate
Ciovernment
10 make rules.

to be done, in pursuance of this Act, or any rules-or arder made thereunder
38.(1) The appropriate G : by notificat

s hnm ovemment may, by notification, make rules, for carrying
(2) In particular, and without i

Prejudice to the generality of the foregoing powers.
such rules may provide for all or any of the lbllommm_ i -
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